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Forum report highlights need to properly 
assess Africa’s place in the global world  

“The world is changing around us. Time is gone to underestimate Africa, talk down to Africa 

or give instructions to Africa. Do not take Africa for granted.”  

Mo Ibrahim, Founder and Chair of the Mo Ibrahim Foundation (MIF)

Download: 2023 Forum Report

Dakar and London, 11 July 2023 – The Mo Ibrahim Foundation has released the 2023 Forum Report, Global 

Africa: Africa in the world and the world in Africa. The Report outlines the key takeaways from the 2023 Ibrahim 

Governance Forum, alongside the latest available data around the theme of ‘Global Africa’. 

The Forum was held in Nairobi as part of the Foundation’s annual Ibrahim Governance Weekend, which took 

place between 28-30 April. The event brought together African leaders, politicians and thought leaders to 

discuss the ‘Global Africa’ theme across three sessions, with participants considering Africa’s weight in the 

current world, the world’s presence in Africa, as well as the continent’s place within the multilateral architecture. 

Each of these sessions was informed by analysis of the Facts & Figures, released ahead of the Forum and now 

combined with the key takeaways from the discussions and written expert perspectives from the participants 

to form the final Forum Report.  

This year’s Forum helped to shape and feed discussions around Africa’s place in the current global architecture 

(with a special focus on the multilateral financial system) during a critical period, with the Summit for a New 

Global Financing Pact held in Paris shortly after the Forum (22-23 June 2023); and the BRICs Summit chaired 

by South Africa, the Africa Climate Action Summit chaired by Kenya, the G20 summit chaired by India, the 

78th session of the UN General Assembly, and the 2023 Annual Meetings of the World Bank and the IMF (all 

scheduled between August and October). 

In Nairobi, participants called for a move away from depictions of the continent as a basket case to be sorted 

out, and the need to re-set the global agenda for a stronger equality and efficiency of the multilateral system, 

built post WW2.

Commenting on the release of the report, Mo Ibrahim, Founder and Chair of the Mo Ibrahim Foundation, said: 

“The need to reconsider Africa’s place in the world has never been greater. For too long Africa’s interests have 

been marginalised within the multilateral architecture, with our continent seen as a problem to solve rather than 

a part of the solution. This year’s Ibrahim Governance Weekend was an important step towards addressing these 

misconceptions and we must now continue to build on this momentum to bring about the urgent reform needed.”

The Report also outlines the 5 key takeaways from the discussions at this year’s Forum. The key takeaways include: 

1. “Africa”: get the narrative right 

• Global perceptions of Africa must be updated to consider its diverse assets and enormous potential. Rather  

 than perpetuate ideas of the continent as a basket case, the global narrative must consider the ways the  

 Africa is well positioned to contribute solutions to the global problems we currently face. 

2. “Partnership”: give it its full meaning

• For too long partnerships with Africa have been one-sided, with nations offering support to the continent  

 without consideration of its real needs. Partnerships must be based on shared interests and win-win deals. 

3. “Multilateralism”: the best way to defend its value is to reform the system

• Shifts in global power balances are not represented in the current multilateral institutions, built following  
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 WW2. The current lack of representativity of the system leads to a lack of both legitimacy and efficiency.  

 This must be properly addressed, if we intend to defend the key value of multilateralism.

4. “Africa’s potential”: it still needs to be leveraged

• Africa’s immense potential spans a wide range of resources from a burgeoning youth population to  

 significant natural resources. But these resources still need to be properly leveraged.

5. “Africa’s voice”: it still needs to be articulated in a united and coherent way

• Increased pan-African communication and collaboration is essential for the continent to better utilise and  

 leverage its own economic and political potential. An empowered African Union and agreed Common  

 African Positions will be needed to develop a strong African voice that is able to advocate for common  

 priorities in the multiple global fora.

In addition, the Report also includes written contributions from Forum participants, which provide expert 

insight and analysis to accompany the data and expand further on the ‘Global Africa’ theme. Contributors 

include Louise Mushikiwabo, Secretary-General of the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie, Charles 

Michel, President of the European Council, Hanan Morsy, Deputy Executive Secretary and Chief Economist at 

UNECA, Amadou Hott, Special Envoy of the President of the AfDB for the Alliance of Green Infrastructure in 

Africa, Mark Malloch-Brown, President of the Open Society Foundations, Amr Moussa, Chair of Interpeace and 

former Secretary General of Arab League, Andrew Mitchell, UK Minister of State for Development and Africa, 

and Jendayi Frazer, former US Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs.

The Forum Report is available to download here.

Note to editors 

About the Ibrahim Governance Forum

The Ibrahim Governance Forum took place on 29 April 2023 as part of the annual Ibrahim Governance Weekend 

(Nairobi, Kenya, 28-30 April 2023) and offered a platform for discussions on Global Africa. The series of debates 

and speeches examined Africa’s place in the world, the influence of the wider world on the continent, as well 

as the continent’s place within the multilateral architecture.

Speakers and contributors included: 

• H.E. Abdalla Hamdok, former Prime Minister of Sudan

• H.E. Amina J. Mohammed, Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations 

• Amr Moussa, Chair of Interpeace, former Secretary General of the Arab League

• Andrew Mitchell, UK Minister of State for Development and Africa

• Comfort Ero, President and CEO of the International Crisis Group

• Donald Kaberuka, Managing Partner at Southbridge Group, former President of the African Development  

 Bank (AfDB)

• Gayle Smith, CEO of ONE Campaign

• H.E. Ibrahim A. Mayaki, AU Special Envoy for Food Systems, former Prime Minister of Niger, former CEO of  

 AUDA-NEPAD 

• Jendayi Frazer, former US Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs, MIF Board member

• Jin-Yong Cai, former CEO of the International Finance Corporation (IFC), MIF Board member

• Koen Doens, Director-General for International Partnerships (DG INTPA) at the European Commission 

• Mark Suzman, CEO of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

• Mark Malloch-Brown, President of the Open Society Foundations, former Deputy Secretary-General of the  

 United Nations

• H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chairperson of the African Union Commission 

• Vera Songwe, Chairperson of the Liquidity and Sustainability Facility, former Executive Secretary of UNECA

• William Asiko, Managing Director of the Africa Region Office at the Rockefeller Foundation 
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• H.E. William Ruto, President of Kenya

• H.E. Yemi Osinbajo, Vice-President of Nigeria [now former Vice-President]

• Zein Abdalla, Chair of the Mastercard Foundation

• Various members of the Foundation’s Now Generation Network

All sessions are available to watch on demand, via MIF.Live.

Images and videos from the event are available at:  

https://moibrahimfoundation.mediavalet.com/portals/2023-igw-media

Contact

For more information, or to request an interview, please contact: 

• MIF media team, mifmedia@portland-communications.com, +44 7796 451915

You can follow the Mo Ibrahim Foundation on:

• Twitter: @Mo_IbrahimFdn

• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MoIbrahimFoundation 

• YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/moibrahimfoundation

• Instagram: https://instagram.com/moibrahimfoundation

• Website: mo.ibrahim.foundation
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